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What is VarAC?

* A newer digital mode that allows for
keyboard conversations even in weak or
low band conditions, typically over HF

* If you remember the old Packet Radio days
of the 80’s, you may find this similar

* The ability to chat, leave messages, transfer
files, check signal reports, and see what
stations others have heard recently

Software Required

+ If you use WinLink on HF today, you already have half of the
software now

* Vara-HF by EASHVK
« Vara v4.6.3 is the latest version

* VarAC by 4Z1AC
* VarAC adds NEW features frequently




Hardware Required

* Like most digital mode software, VarAC requires a
sound card digital interface

» Most current radios have this built in

» Legacy or older radios may require a Signalink,
RigBlaster, RigExpert, just to name a few, or any of
the similar type interfaces

Install Vara-HF &VarAC, then launch VarAC

% VearAC by 4Z1AC (V5.1.8)

Message curently being sert

T-R  BAND  NAME QTH Loc START TIME X END TIME

I | . N | I | N [
Load canned message
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ettings, VARA Setup

VARA Setup

TCF Ports:
Command Data

8300 83m
ViR Licenses

Callsigr: Registration Key:
|K5WH ‘wwm

Callsigr: Registration Key:

Callsigr: Registration Key:

Callsigr: Registration Key:

Allovs VARA check for updates via intsmet
Accept 500 Hz connestions

Tuner enhancement

Cw/ 1D

KISS Interface

Retries:
AA-Board PTT T Swslog  [100 ~

— -
Vara-HF Settings, Soundcard

Device Input
DAX Audio Fx 1 (FlexRadio Syste

Device Output

Drive level
- ) o

L Press Tune and setthe Drive Lewel for ALC=1/3 ‘|

NE|[ Use-D | —— | FIL2 50 11:47 REPWR
14.067.00

[1i3 ALC

Close




VarAC Settings, My Inform

=4 My Information

Special
prefix

hd

Special

Your callsign

suffix

| 7]

Callsign: |

| 7]

How complex callsigns work ?

QTH: | Houston, Tx

Mame:

RIG: Flex 6600M

Use the following tags during

_—

ation

a Q50 orin your canned messages
to share your information:

SAVE AND EXIT

——

— Settings

PTT Configuration

Frequency Control

@ CAT  [FlexRadio

® CAT  [FlexRadio

() OmniRig (O DTR/RTS

) VOX/None

TEST
PTTON

CAT Configuration
-
L

Data bits

StopBits

() OmniRig
[ Read freq. every
rest

COM1
DTR

Test Eror Log  (7) I'm having trouble with CAT control

Logging

ADIF file |C: \Ham\WaraHF\VaraC\VarAC_gso_log adi | el

Sendlog [NONE

v]e

Jpot [ |

Mode  [DYNAMIC V]

Submade |VARA HF v m

PSKReporter upload (7)  Custom PSKmap |&timerange=216004shoy| (7)
SAVE AND EXIT

DOWNLOAD latest CAT command file

VARA Modem Configuration

VARA modem type VaraHF

VARA file path

CAVARANVARA exe

| Port [8300

VARA monitor path (7)

| Port [8350

(Optional)

QS0 Configuration
Call ID TX interval {min)

Auto disconnect

Alow la:

st heard peeking  (7)

[] Alow nonham callsigns  (7)

Allow i

coming pings 0]

Callsigns block list ‘

| @

Auto away status [on

| Minses [60

~|@

File Transfer
Inceming file size limit {pytes)
Incoming files directory

Outgoing files directory

Beacons / CQs

Beacon interval {minutes) |1

Load last heard history
CQ Slot wait (seconds)

[ Skip CQ slot selector (

3000

@

C:\Ham"\VaraHF\VaraC\

C\Ham"\VaraHF\VaraC\

Misc.
[] Debug

mode (7)

? Show distance in
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& Canned messages

Welcome message

I'm Away message

Canned message #1

Canned message #2

Canned message #3

Canned message #4

Canned message #5

Canned message #6

Canned message #7

Canned message #8

Tags
Hello from Walter, <SND>
<DISC>

18/100 <CALL>

I'm away. PSE leave a message. TU! ) <QTH>
Actually, I'm probably here, so hope to catch you soon <LOC>

314100 G

| <NAME> My Nam

Send message
Disconnect

My Callsign
e

_—

<HCALL> His/her Callsign
<HNAME: His/her Name
<HQTH> His/herQTH
<HLOC>  His/her Locator

<NAME:Walter>
<QTH:Houston, Texas>
<LOC:EL2%x><SND>

MY INFO

My working conditions:
<RIG Fex-6600M:
<ANT:Cushcraft A3, EndFed. GAP Vertical>

7¥5 and all the best!
DE <CALL> Disconnecting...<SND><DISC>

VarAC QS0 T

[asoTmex ]

SO Truck

/)
N

Join me on Zoom at http //www k5wh.net/zoom/

SAVE AND CLOSE

—4 Appearance 8 customization settings

Dark mode

Data stream section

Font size
Background color
My Font color
His/her Font color
Info messages color

Replace "0" with "@" in the data stream

New section
Fort size 10

| love chatting with
Fortt color White \VarAC

Background color | Black

VMails

Fort size a new Vmaill

Misc.
Check speliing as you type a message (English only)
[[] Play application sounds {connect, getures, is typing etc.)

SAVE AND CLOSE

Reset to default

——




, Frequency Schedule -
Change frequencies automatically

— FREQ schedule O X

You can configure ViarAC to QSY to different
frequencies at specific times.

This is useful when you want to QRV on
different frequencies / bands across the day
(ex. 20m for daytime / 40m for night time).

UTC time Frequency (Hz)
(hourminte)  ex: 14.105.000

SAVE AND EXIT

erational Choices
Frequency

= VarAC by 4Z1AC (V5.1.8)
Setting
FREQUENCY <« »

14.105.000 <

oT — 00:10
KGBAHC = 0 C
KAINAM B 234D KITFAL
N4IW ALTKI
KM4DRN 2331 KD2YAE
5 8 4K/

M Disable PTT

DISCONNECT MODEM

es in queue

ART TIME X END TIME

New m

SEND CLR |
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Send Beacons

% VarAC by 4Z1AC (V5.1.8)

Settinc Logs
FREQUENCY « »

14.105.000 -

Avg_ Mine

= NO NEW VMAIL
FREQUENCY <« » /e st heard CQ

14_105.000 ~

NNECT MODEM

W I'm away {Auto)

d s typing’

SNR (db)

LI I 1

last  Avg  Mine

canned message [MY INFO ~

I:| o
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Call CQ
Slot Request

— QO Slot selector

What are VarAC Slots ?

WVarAC has a single calling QRG per band. However, there are multiple frequencies around that GRG that are
750Hz apart. These frequencies are called “SLOTS™ while each slot has a unigue 1D.

When you call CQ. VarAC encodes into the CQ! call the slot 1D where you will be standing by for incoming
connections. VarAC will automatically Q5Y to the slot once the CQ call ends. i you do not use CAT control,
for automatic frequency change, you will be asked QS5 manually.

Please use the "SLOT SNIFFER™ to make sure the slot you've picked is not occupied or check manually if
you have no CAT frequency control.

STEP #1: Select a slot
=] CQ Calling frequency

Preferred
1 1 12
o 14105000 | o

O Slot #0

Selected Slot frequency
14.103.500 Make sure the slot is not out of band!
STEP #2: Check if the slot is free

Awailable only with CAT freq. control SLOT SNIFFER Click and hold

STEP #3: Call CQ

VarAC will Q5 to the slot once the
CRLLED CQ on the calling QRG ends

Ping )

To get a signal report

FREQUE

14.105000 '
5|_crr|:| — —

CE

y (Auto)

is typing”

ENDING
ENDING
ENDING
ENDING
ENDING

Last Avg Mine
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Connect )
Select a callsign to begin QSO

= VarAC by 4Z1AC (v5.1.8)

ttings
FREQUENCY - »

14.105.000 v
D
18:40 NAIW

s in queue

Entertc

QSO Bandwidth 500hz or 2300hz

— VarAC by 4Z1AC (V3.1.8)

Settings L

FREQUENCY <« »

14.105.000 v

T[] e e €

last  Avg M




Opértional Choices while in QSO
QSY Down or UP, off calling frequency

1 MO HEW VRALL

% 185824
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S VarAC by 4Z1AC (W5.0.2

F NO NEW VMAIL

B VarhC by SZTAC (VS.1E)

e

SEND VMAIL

185824 E1 NG NEW VAL




S ————

o WarAC Mailbay

PSK REP. MAP '

To show stations on PSK Reporter

B VardC by &ZIAC (V.1.)

18:58:24 1 R0 NEW VAL
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- PSK REP. MAP
To show stations on PSK Reporter

— @ter Features
Notice the list of Last Heard beacons
and Last heard CQ calls




——

Right Click on a callsign
for options

 Clear

« Copy All

* Ping (get report)

* QRZ.COM lookup

» PSK Reporter lookup
« Callsign History

» QSY to slot

* QSO Log

» Chat History

 Last Heard Log

* VarAC Log

* Open Logs Directory
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Resources

* Quick Start Guide

» User Manuals (EN)

* User Manuals (Non EN)

* VarAC Facebook Group
* VarAC Forum

* Troubleshooting

* FAQ

Further Assistance

» For any follow-up information or configuration
assistance, please contact Walter-K5WH

* Or join us on ZOOM anytime around the clock






